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Bear River Head Start/Early Head Start Executive Director 
Sarah Thurgood 

Center Based 

Coordinator 

Krista Useche 

Idaho 

Family 

Educators 

(1) 

Family Development Coordinator/ 

Director Representative 

DaLeen Torbenson 

ERSEA Specialist 

Melissa Mendez 

Health & Wellness 

Coordinator 

Rachel Cook 

Health Specialist 

Cami McArthur 

Health Assistant 
 Laura Jones 

 

EHS/PHS Mental Health Case 
Manager  

Bear River Mental Health and  

USU 
Inter

n

s 

 

Child Care Connection 

Coordinator 

Amy Nixon 

Health Specialist 

 

Family Development 
Specialist 

Nicolee Nielson 

Site Visitors 

 

BEAR RIVER HEAD START 

Disabilities Specialist 

Alexandra Bailey 

PHS Center Receptionist 

Cristina Gomez 

 

UT/ID Teachers 

(19) 

PHS Substitutes 

(2) 

UT/ID Teacher 

Assistants 

(19) 

Family Development /  

Policy Council Specialist 

Kristie Curtis 
Utah 

Family 

Educators 

(4) 

Family 

Advocates 

(4) 

 

Family Development 

Specialists 

Stephanie Wood 

 

Family Advocates 

(4) 

Oral Health Specialist 

Cherie Pierce 

Health 

Assistant 

Ana Ayala 

Home Based  

Coordinator 

ReNae Torbenson 

 

ERSEA Assistant 

Denise Ayala 

 

Parent Specialist 
Stephanie Parker 

 

Maintenance Custodian 

Wade Rasmussen 

 

Media Specialist 

Shirley Smart 

 

Child Development 

Coordinator 

Jan Stevens 

Nutrition Assistant 

Kathleen Brown 
Child Development 

Specialist 

Meri Neiderhauser 

          Mentor / Coach 

Beryl Dattage 

Home Based 

Specialist 

Donna Abrams 

Child Development 
Substitute 

Sieja Puikkonen 

 

FCC Providers 

 

Family Development & 

Health Coordinator 

Kami Christensen 

 

Community Relations Specialist 

Jane Despain 

*Health / Mental Health staff provide support to all 

program options. 

 

ERSEA Assistant 

 

Family Advocates 

(4) 
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Bear River Head Start/Early Head Start 

Executive Director 

 Sarah Thurgood 

 SITE COORDINATOR 

CHILD CARE PARTNERSHIPS 

Head Start / Early Head Start 

Amy Nixon 

Family Development & 

Health Coordinator 

Kami Christensen 

 

 

 Family Advocates 

 

 

Child Care Partnerships 

Head Start / Early Head Start 

 

Site Visitors 

FCC Providers 

Family Development 

Specialist 

Nicolee Nielson 

 

Child Development 

Specialist 

Meri Niederhauser 

Health Specialist 

Raelynn Degraffenried 

 

 

ERSEA Assistant 

 

 

Community Relations 

Specialist 
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Bear River Head Start/Early Head Start Executive Director 

 Sarah Thurgood 

EHS Home Based Coordinator 

ReNae Torbenson 

Substitute 

Sandra Westover 

EHS Home Based  

Specialist 

Hila Jensen 

 

EHS Mental Health 

Case Managers 

 

Family Development Coordinator 

Kami Christensen 

Parent/Male Involvement 

Specialist 

Johnson Smith 

Center Based Specialist 

Momi Christensen 

 

EARLY HEAD START 

Family Advocates 

(5) 

 

 

Infant Toddler 

Teachers 

(8) 

Teacher Assistant 

(1)  

 

EHS Family 

Educators 

(11) 

EHS Health Specialist 

Tamie Fisher 

 

Oral Health Specialist 

Cherie Pierce  

 

Volunteers and Interns 

Health Assistant 

Laura Jones 

 

Health and Wellness 

Coordinator 

Rachel Cook 

 

Child Development 

Substitute 

EHS Center Based Coordinator 

Amy Nixon 

Family Development 

Specialist 

Terrah Smith 

 

 

*Health / Mental Health staff 

provide support to all 

program options. 
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BEAR RIVER HEAD START 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

FISCAL  
 Diana Cannell – Fiscal Officer 

 Ilise Andersen – Fiscal 

Coordinator 

Bear River Head Start/Early Head Start 

Executive Director  

Sarah Thurgood 

PRESCHOOL HEAD START 
 Krista Useche– Center Based Coordinator 

 ReNae Torbenson – Home Based Coordinator 

 Rachel Cook – Health and Wellness Coordinator 

 DaLeen Torbenson –Family Development Coordinator 

 Amy Nixon – Child Care Connection Coordinator 

EARLY HEAD START 
 ReNae Torbenson – EHS Coordinator 

 Amy Nixon – EHS Center Based Coordinator / Family 

Development Coordinator / ECP Coordinator 

 Rachel Cook – Health and Wellness Coordinator 

BRHS/BREHS 

MANAGEMENT CHART 

BEAR RIVER HEAD START 

POLICY COUNCIL 
 

PARENT 

COMMITTEES 
 

HEAD START 

PARENTS 
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Receptionist 
Maria Vasquez 

 

 

HEAD START FISCAL 

OFFICER 

Diana Cannell 

Administrative 

Assistant 
Diane Midkiff 

 

FISCAL 

ASSISTANTS 

Angie Drury 

Kristi Simper 

Heather Sainsbury 

 

 

FISCAL OFFICE 

Bear River Head Start/Early Head Start 

Executive Director  

Sarah Thurgood 

 

FISCAL COORDINATOR 

Ilise Andersen 

 

On-Call Fiscal 

Substitute 

Sami Evans 

 


